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Editorial 
 

President’s Letter 2020  

Dear EAA colleagues, 

I write to you at a time when I had hoped we would 
be enjoying a post-covid Autumn, and looking 
forward to renewing our scientific collaborations and 
friendships that have been put on hold during the 
last 7 or 8 months of national “lockdown” in most 
European countries.  However, many of us are now 
experiencing a second wave of the virus and have 
once more been returned to strict control over our 
ability to meet colleagues and travel internationally.  
Not surprisingly the biennial meeting of the EAA has 
had to be postponed until 2021 but we hope to 
occupy the same venue in Vilnius Lithuania at an 
equivalent time next year.   The EAA Board is moving 
towards that target and we will keep you informed 
of the schedule as it evolves.  It is unlikely, I think, that 
most people would be willing to commit to 
international travel until the spring of next year and 
thus I expect a decision to be made in about 6 
months’ time as to the viability of our late August 
meeting dates.  

This Newsletter contains details of the results of 
Council and Board elections.  My very sincere 
congratulations to all those who have been elected.  
I am humbled to have been re-elected as President 
for a second term of office and I look forward to 
working with you to promote anthropology in Europe.  
During the next two years there are four areas of 
focus that I believe are critical to the EAA.  Firstly, it is 
vital to the future of the Association that we develop 
younger scientists and provide them with an open 
learned society in which they can discuss their 
research and obtain mentorship and advice from  

 

 

those of us who have spent considerable time in the 
discipline and have broad experience of research 
and teaching.    Secondly, it is important that we 
build a membership base that covers Europe and 
benefits from the cross-fertilisation of ideas from all 
parts of the continent. Thirdly, we need to make the 
EAA a society which offers value for money.  Whilst 
the membership fee is low it is still incumbent on us to 
offer an academic environment in which our 
members will enjoy being actively involved.   Fourthly, 
we need to ensure that the financial basis of the 
Association is strong and properly managed.   

In the first instance I have appointed members of the 
Board to each of four sub-committees that will 
address these foci; young scientists, membership, 
future initiatives, and finances.  The sub-committees 
will be able to co-opt whoever they feel will be useful 
to their remit from members of the Council and will 
meet virtually to discuss their ideas and develop 
recommendations for the Board.  These will be 
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presented to the Board at the next meeting from 
which appropriate actions will follow.  

It is my desire that the membership of the EAA feels 
that it can interact freely with the Board and Council 
to contribute towards our shared interest in 
anthropology and specifically the future of the 
European Anthropological Association. If you have 
comments and suggestions with regard to the four 
initiatives I have outlined above then please do not 
hesitate to make contact with the members of the 
Board to discuss your views.         

It is with sadness that we record the passing of two 
eminent anthropologists.  The Hungarian forensic 
anthropologist, Professor Ferenc Kosa, died in 
Szeged, Hungary on the 25th of July, 2020.  In a 
career spanning more than half a century he made 
fundamental contributions to forensic anthropology 
for which he received international recognition.  Our 
American colleague, Professor Francis Johnson, 
passed away on Thursday 20th August from the 
complications of Alzheimer’s Disease.  Frank 
Johnston was Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at 
the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.   His 
research focused on the growth and development 
of children, especially in relation to nutritional status 
and health.  Obituaries for both these eminent 
anthropologists are included in this newsletter. 

It is difficult to think of a future that will be Covid-free 
and will not involve a variety of different strategies to 
ensure safe infection-free meetings and 
collaboration.  However, that time will come as we 
develop appropriate testing and vaccines and as 
research scientists develop an understanding of how 
the virus is spread and behaves in different 
individuals, communities, and nations.   There is no 
doubt that the pandemic has caused us all to 
modify our working practices and many of us now 

“work from home” as a standard practice.  Lectures 
and tutorials are given in the virtual environment 
which, in my opinion, diminishes the learning 
opportunities and experiences offered by the face-
to-face lecture theatre environment, but is an 
essential feature of current university life.   The extra 
work involved in developing appropriate online 
lectures and learning materials has taken its toll on 
the time we have had to prepare our newsletter 
intended for earlier this year.  For this I apologise but 
look forward to a more frequent correspondence in 
the next year.   

Finally, I thank all those people who keep the EAA 
running on our behalf and especially our Secretary 
General, Professor Annamária Zsákai. My thanks 
also to Dr Rachel Deevey for organising and 
preparing the Newsletter. 

 

 

  

Professor Noël Cameron 

President European Anthropological Association 
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The EAA Board 2020–2022 
 

President: Noël CAMERON 

Vice-Presidents (in alphabetic order): Michael HERMANUSSEN, Maria KACZMAREK, Slawomir KOZIEL, 
Nicholas MASCIE-TAYLOR and Christiane SCHEFFLER 

General Secretary: Annamaria ZSAKAI 

 

The EAA Council 2020–2022 
 

BOLDSEN Jesper L. Denmark 
CAMERON Noel UK 
DROZDOVA Eva Czech Republic 
ESTEBAN Esther Spain 
GODINA Elena Russia 
GÜLEC Erksin Turkey 
HERMANUSSEN Michael Germany 
HEYER Evelyne France 
HOPPA Robert Canada 
JANKAUSKAS Rimantas Lithuania 
KACZMAREK Maria Poland 
KOBYLIANSKY Eugene Israel 
KOLENYOVA Ivana Czech Republic 
KOZIEL Slawomir Poland 
MALINA Robert USA 
MASCIE-TAYLOR Nicholas UK 
POLINA Natalia Belarus 
POULIANOS Nickos Greece 
REBATO Esther Spain 
ROELANTS Mathieu Belgium 
RUDAN Pavao Croatia 
SALIVON Inna Belarus 
SARAC Jelena Croatia 
SATAKE Takashi Japan 
SCHEFFLER Christiane Germany 
SUSANNE Charles Belgium 
TUTKUVIENE Janina Lithuania 
VELDRE Gudrun Estonia 

VIDOVIC Maruscka Slovenia 
YEPISKOPOSSIAN Levon Armenia 
ZSAKAI Annamaria Hungary 

 
EAA Board subcommittees 

 

The following sub-committees have been created 
for the 2020-2023 term of office.  The members of 
each committee serve on the Board of the EAA. 
They will determine their aims and objectives for 
the next three years and report back to the Board 
at its next meeting.  
 
Finance: 
Annamaria ZSAKAI 
Noel CAMERON 
Nicholas MASCIE-TAYLOR 
 
Students and young researchers: 
Maria KACZMAREK  
Slawomir KOZIEL 
Christiane SCHEFFLER 
 
New Membership initiatives and outreach: 
Michael HERMANUSSEN 
Slawomir KOZIEL 
Maria KACZMAREK 
 
Next meeting: 
Janina TUTKUVIENE 
Noel CAMERON 
Annamaria ZSAKAI 
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Report of the General 
Secretary (2018-2020) 

 
As the General Secretary of the European 

Anthropological Association my main duties were 
to manage the administration of the Association 
by following the Board decisions and the EAA 
regulations, and to manage the EAA website. 
Beside these tasks I undertook to open and 
manage a temporary EAA account. My 
secretarial activities between 2018 and 2020 can 
be summarised as follows: 

1) The Council elections were performed 
online. The voting site was open only from the 7th 
of June (the number of EAA members was very 
small in the beginning of 2020, former members 
were asked about the renewal of their EAA 
membership and Local Treasurers were asked to 
help to recruit new members) and the elections 
were closed on the 28th of June 2020. A total of 61 
members voted. On the basis of the voting results 
31 members were asked to acknowledge being 
an EAA Council member for 2020–2022. Two 
members could not accept the Council 
membership due to their retirement, therefore the 
32nd and 33rd members were invited, and finally 
31 members accepted their Council membership. 
The EAA Council 2020-2022 takes office from the 
28th of July 2020.  

2) The members of the new Council were 
asked to state if they wished to be a candidate for 
a position on the new EAA Board by indicating 
which position they wished to apply for, and what 
kind of service they could offer as a Board 
member. The voting bulletin for EAA Board 
elections was finalised on the basis of the Council 
members’ replies on the 28th of July 2020, and the 
voting site was open between the 10th and 20th 
of August. 87% of the Council members sent their 
votes for the candidates. Finally, the President and 
four Vice-Presidents were elected. The former 
President is automatically a member of the new 
Board, he serves as one of the Vice-Presidents 
between 2020 and 2022. The General Secretary 
was elected for 4 years in 2018. So, the Board 2020-
2022 of the EAA is as follows:  
 
 

President: Noël Cameron 
Vice-Presidents (in alphabetic order): 
Michael Hermanussen, Maria Kaczmarek, 
Slawomir Koziel, Nicholas Mascie-Taylor 
and Christiane Scheffler 
General Secretary: Annamaria Zsakai 
 

I thank Professor Elena Godina and Professor 
Esther Rebato, two members of the EAA Council 
2018–2020, who served the Association thorugh 
their inspector work in the online Council and 
Board elections. 

3) A temporary account in Hungary was 
opened in 2019, since the former EAA account in 
Spain was closed. Without this temporary account 
the 2020 elections could not be organised, the 
new payments could not be registered.  

4) As the General Secretary my task was to 
regularly contact the Organising Committee of 
the 2020 EAA Congress, to supply the Committee 
information on the EAA regulations, EAA members, 
etc. 

5) It was also my task to help organise the 
EAA Student Award(s) for the Best Student Oral 
Presentation competition of the 2020 Congress. 
Two applications arrived by the extended 
deadline (the 30th of April 2020), however the 
applications have not been evaluated due to the 
postponement of 2020 EAA Congress.  

6) I regularly updated the EAA website with 
news and information I received and found about 
the field of biological anthropology. I have to 
emphasise that this source of information is still very 
weak. My aim is to update the website with short 
videos and attractive photos of our social life to 
draw attention of potential new members to the 
Association. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the Local 
Treasurers who provided me with payment 
information, and also to Professor Noël Cameron, 
EAA President, and Professor Nicholas Mascie-
Taylor, EAA Vice-President, for their collaboration 
and support. 
 

August 2020, Budapest, Hungary 
Annamaria Zsakai 
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EAA Board Meeting Report 

 

EAA Board Meeting (online Teams meeting, 30th 
June 2020) 

 
 
Present: J.L. Boldsen, N. Cameron, E. Gülec, M. 
Kaczmarek, N. Mascie-Taylor, J. Tutkuviene, A. 
Zsakai 
Apology: E. Rebato 
 
 

1. Postponement of 2020 Congress in Vilnius 
(Lithuania) to 2021 
 

Prof. Janina Tutkuviene announced the 
postponement of the 2020 EAA Congress due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic to August 2021. The 
postponement has been announced on the 
official website of the Congress and on the official 
EAA website as well. The President of the 
Organising Committee emphasised that their aim 
was to maintain the original program, to accept 
new abstract submissions. She stated that the 
registrations, which have been paid, are valid for 
EAA Congress 2021. New deadlines for abstract 
submission and registration will be available soon. 
Based on the registrations in 2020 she expects 130-
140 participants in the 2021 Congress. Prof. 
Tutkuviene was very successful in finding financial 
support for Congress 2020, however the support 
was available only for the congress to be held in 
2020, so her aim is to apply for financial support for 
the Congress 2021.  
Prof. Noël Cameron suggested to organise a 
‘Meet the Professors’ session for the student 
participants in 2021 Congress. 
 

2. Venue for 2022 Congress 
 

The EAA Board has received only one application 
for the 2022 Congress, the application was 
submitted by Prof. Yilmaz Selim Eral from Turkey for 
a meeting to be held in Ankara. The EAA Board 
has not yet decided the venue of the 2022 
Congress. Prof. Erksin Gulec asked the Board 
about the main reasons, since only one 
application arrived. The other members of the 

Board agreed that the time was not appropriate 
to go to Turkey. It was suggested to raise this 
question in 6-9 months and to make a final 
decision then. Prof. Cameron suggested to 
establish a subcommittee to facilitate this 
unsolved situation, to help the Board to make its 
final decision on 2022 Congress and to stimulate 
potential congress organisers of 2024 Congress. 
 

3. Financial support for biennial meetings  
 

It was proposed to offer up to 5000 Euros pre-
congress support as a loan to EAA Congress 
organisers. Depending on the financial situation 
(on the amount of support from agencies and 
funds) the repayment of the support after the 
congresses would be acceptable. The suggested 
support amount was accepted for transfer to Prof. 
Tutkuviene for the 2021 Congress. 
 

4. Financial report 
 

A. Zsakai reported that the balance of the former 
EAA account in Spain was 38,009.7 Euros in June 
2020. The balance of the temporary EAA account 
in Hungary was 1290.41 Euros in June 2020. 
 

5. Future banking arrangements 
 

The official EAA bank account is still problematic. 
A. Zsakai offered to explore the requirements of 
opening an EAA account in Hungary. The 
preliminary information from the Hungarian banks 
raised the possibility of opening one in Hungary 
(OTP Bank), however the founding document of 
the EAA from 1976 is required to open such an 
account. The document has not been found as 
yet. 
 

6. EAA General Treasurer position 
 

The GT position is still open and the lack of an 
official account aggravates this situation. The 
Board suggested to elect/co-opt an Adjunct-
Treasurer(-Secretary) from the same country as the 
GT (as soon as the GT post is filled). 
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7. EAA Council and Board elections, online 
meetings of the new Council and Board 
(2020-2022) in 2020 
 

A. Zsakai reported that the voting phase of the 
Council elections closed on 28th June 2020. The 
EAA has altogether 182 members who could vote 
and 61 (33.52%) sent in their votes. The voting 
process and the results were checked by two 
members of the Council: Prof. Elena Godina 
(Russia) and Prof. Esther Rebato (Spain). The Board 
checked the results and the first 31 members from 
the list were contacted and asked about their 
intention to accept Council membership and to 
apply for a Board position. The potential Council 
members were contacted on the 1st July, at the 
end of July the voting Bulletin for the Board 
elections could be finalized. The new Council 
(2020-2022) is announced in this newsletter. 
The new Council meeting was held on 28th July 
2020.  
 
 

EAA Council Meeting Report 
 
EAA Council Meeting (Zoom meeting, 28th of July 

2020) 
 

 
Present: N. Cameron, E. Drozdova, E. Esteban, E. 
Godina, E. Gülec, M. Hermanussen, M. 
Kaczmarek, N. Mascie-Taylor, N. Polina, N. 
Poulianos, M. Roelants, J. Sarac, T. Satake, Ch. 
Scheffler, J. Tutkuviene, A. Zsakai  
Apologies: J.L. Boldsen, E. Heyer, R. Hoppa, R. 
Jankauskas, I. Kolenyova, R. Malina, I. Salivon, E. 
Rebato, P. Rudan, M. Vidovic 
 

1.  Apologies for absence 
 

The General Secretary reported apologies for 
absence of Council members. Altogether 16 
members of the Council were present at the 
meeting, so the President announced that the 
2020 Council online meeting was quorate. 
 

2. Report on the EAA Council Elections 
 

The General Secretary reported that the new 
Council formed on the 28th July 2020, comprised 
31 members after taking account of the voting, 

the replies of potential Council members and the 
regulations of the EAA. The members of the 
Council 2020-2022 were asked to say if they would 
like to put their name forward for a Board position 
that started at the beginning of August. The 
detailed report on the Council elections can been 
found on page 5. 
 

3. Report of the President 
 

The President thanked the members of the EAA 
Council for their attendance in these difficult times.  
He emphasised the deleterious effect of the 
Coronavirus pandemic on the usual business of 
the EAA. He reported that he had worked closely 
with Professor Tutkuviene to reschedule the 
congress for 2021 but was mindful that it may well 
be that another postponement may be necessary.  
Professor Cameron was keen to tackle three 
aspects of the EAA moving forward; the 
organisation of the finances into an international 
bank account, a drive to increase membership, 
and an initiative to attract young scientists and 
researchers.  He would be paying particular 
attention to these aims during his next term of 
office.  He thanked Professor Annamaria Zsakai for 
her hard work and commitment to the EAA. 
 

4. Report of the General Secretary 
 

The General Secretary reported on her work for 
the 2020 elections, the management of the EAA 
payments and the management of the EAA 
website (the report can be found on page 5). She 
expressed her thanks to the Local Treasurers, to the 
Board members and the two inspectors of the 
elections, all of whom helped her work in 
collecting information on EAA memberships, 
payments and events. 
 

5. Financial report  
 

The financial report was presented by the General 
Secretary. The report was based on the 
information sent by Prof. Pilar Montero, the former 
General Treasurer of the EAA and on the balance 
in the temporary EAA account. The actual 
balance of the EAA accounts is: 38,009.7 Euros in 
the former EAA account and 1290.41 Euros in the 
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temporary account making a total of just over 
40,000 Euros. 
 

6. Report on the EAA Newsletter 
 

The changes to working practices throughout 
Europe caused by the Coronavirus pandemic had 
prevented appropriate copy being developed for 
the early 2020 Newsletter.  However, a current 
newsletter was in preparation and would be 
distributed in the near future.    
 

7. Postponement of 2020 Congress in Vilnius 
(Lithuania) to 2021 
 

Prof. Janina Tutkuviene summed up the history of 
the Vilnius Congress and the final process of 
postponing the meeting until 2021. The Organising 
Committee gained sufficient financial support for 
running the meeting and more than 80 members 
had already submitted their abstracts for the 
scientific meeting. But finally, due to the COVID-19 
lockdown, the Organising Committee decided to 
postpone the congress until August 24-28, 2021. All 
information on the 2021 Congress can be found 
on the official website of the Congress. Prof. 
Tutkuviene announced that the original program 
proposed for 2020 will be held in 2021, new 
abstract submissions will be accepted and 
already submitted abstracts can be changed, 
and the registration fee will remain the same for 
2021. She stated that if the Organising Committee 
generates sufficient financial support the 
registration fee of student members will be 
reduced. Prof. Tutkuviene was warmly thanked for 
taking the initiative to move the meeting forward 
to 2021 and congratulated on raising funds for the 
2020 meeting which it was hoped could also 
occur in 2021. 
 
A special section for students (covering for 
example - meeting the professors, how to publish 
in anthropology, how to get experience in 
teaching, careers in anthropology) was suggested 
by Prof. Cameron to be organised for the 2021 
meeting.  
 
 
 

 
8. Venue for 2022 Congress  

 
The Council discussed the possibilities of the 2022 
Congress venue, but it was not clear whether it 
could be planned for 2022 in the current COVID-
19 situation. Hopefully, the 2021 Congress will be 
held successfully, and the Association can plan for 
its 2022 Congress, but several members of the 
Council suggested caution in organising EAA 
activities and works over the next few years due to 
uncertainties over COVID-19. However, it was also 
suggested that a loan could be made to 
prospective congress organisers of up to 5000 
Euros to support set-up costs and renting of rooms 
etc. with the aim that the loan would be paid 
back to the EAA after the Congress. Finally, Prof. 
Cameron suggested the formation a sub-
committee of the EAA Board to promote active 
liaison with potential Congress Organisers.  
 

9. Future banking arrangements 
 

The EAA does not have an official bank account 
in its own name. A. Zsakai offered to get 
information on the opening of such an official 
account in Hungary and to prepare the requested 
documents from the Association.  
 

10. EAA General Treasurer position  
 

This position is still open, it was not offered for 
application in the 2020 Board election. As soon as 
the EAA has its official bank account, the position 
will be announced. It would important and 
efficient if the General Treasurer comes from the 
same country as the General Secretary. This would 
help their common work with the management of 
the membership payments and the EAA account. 
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Introducing a new Human Biology journal Human Biology and Public Health [http://www.human-biology-
and-public-health.org/ ] 

Human Biology and Public Health is the official journal of the Auxological Society. The purpose of the journal 
is to bridge the gap between the medical/clinical perspectives of public health and the population-based 
perspectives of human biology. The focus is on how the human species evolved, how individual humans 
change over the lifespan (growth, maturation and development), how humans adapt to environment and 
external stressors, and how human biology and culture interact to shape the wide range of normal variation 
in the biology and behavior of the human species. 

Human Biology and Public Health publishes original research articles, reviews, short notes, the proceedings 
of the Auxological Society, and manuscripts resulting from International Student workshops.  

For further information contact: 

PD Dr. Christiane Scheffler / Prof. Dr. Michael Hermanussen  

human.biology.and.public.health@gmail.com  

 

 
Frances E Johnston PhD 

 

Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania 

It is with the greatest sadness that we announce the death of Professor Frances 
E Johnston.  Frank Johnston passed away peacefully on Thursday 20th August 
from the complications of Alzheimer’s Disease.   

Frank Johnston was Professor Emeritus of Anthropology at the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. He had been an Overseas Fellow of Churchill 
College, University of Cambridge (1994-95 and 2000), a postdoctoral Fellow at 
the Institute of Child Health, University of London (1966-67, 1988-89) and the 
Institute of Cancer Research, Philadelphia (1967-68), Visiting Fellow of the 
Department of Anthropology, University College, London, (1988-89) and Visiting 
Professor of Human Biology at the University of Cape Town (1989). 

Frank Johnston's research focussed on the growth and development of children, 
especially in relation to nutritional status and health. He worked extensively 
throughout Latin America, especially Guatemala (since 1966) but also in Mexico, Peru, Ecuador, and Cuba. 

 

 

 

http://www.human-biology-and-public-health.org/
http://www.human-biology-and-public-health.org/
mailto:human.biology.and.public.health@gmail.com
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He has also been involved in the study of the health effects of modernisation in Papua New Guinea liaising 
with Professor Barbara Honeyman-Heath-Roll. In 1982 he was the Gallagher Lecturer of the Society for 
Adolescent Medicine and in 1986 he received the award as author of the best article appearing that year 
in the Journal of Adolescent Medicine. 

Since 1990, Johnston has been active in academically-based community service initiatives in West 
Philadelphia where he founded and directed the Urban Nutrition Initiative. He was a Distinguished Fellow of 
the University of Pennsylvania Center For Community Partnerships and co-Chair of its Faculty Advisory 
Committee. He was also a member of the U. of Pennsylvania Medical School Council on Health Promotion 
and Disease Prevention and the Council’s Special Task Force on improving the health status of the West 
Philadelphia community. 

Frank Johnston was a past-President of the American Association of Physical Anthropologists (1983-85) and 
was Editor-in-Chief of the American Journal of Physical Anthropology (1977-83), Human Biology (1987-88), 
and Founding Editor of the American Journal of Human Biology (1988-90). He served as Consultant to the 
National Academy of Sciences, the National Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, the World 
Health Organization, and the Pan American Health Organization. In 2003, Johnston received the Charles 
Darwin Lifetime Achievement Award of the American Association of Physical Anthropologists. 

Frank Johnston was a gifted teacher enthusing graduate and undergraduate students with the depth and 
breadth of his interest in his research.  He was an unofficial mentor to many current senior anthropologists 
always willing to share his advice based on long experience of teaching and research at the highest levels.   
He had sharp intelligence and encyclopaedic knowledge of human growth and development transmitted 
to audiences, colleagues, and students with a beguiling manner.   

We will miss his presence in our academic lives but are enriched by his contributions to our knowledge.    

Reference: https://ldi.upenn.edu/expert/francis-e-johnston-phd    

 

Prof. Ferenc Kosa (1935-2020) 
 

Prof. Ferenc Kosa was born in Bekescsaba (Hungary) on the 13th of April, 
1935. He started his higher education in the Faculty of Medicine of the 
Medical University of Szeged in 1953. His student work on dermal cancers 
was awarded in 1958. He obtained his medical degree as summa cum 
laude in the same year. 

After his higher education Prof. Kosa started his work in the Institute of 
Forensic Medicine, Szeged, Hungary as a research fellow (between 1959 
and 1961), then worked as an assistant between 1961 and 1966, as an 
assistant lecturer between 1966 and 1974, as an associate lecturer from 
1974 and as a professor after all. He served as a vice-director of the 
Institute between 1967 and 1973 in the directorship of Prof. Gyula I. 
Fazekas. He graduated in forensic medicine in 1963, awarded CSc 
degree in medicine in 1971 and DSc degree in medicine in 1991.  

https://ldi.upenn.edu/expert/francis-e-johnston-phd
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During his university years he married his classmate, Ms Klara Biro, who graduated as a paediatrician and 
otolaryngologists. Their son, Zsolt graduated as a gynaecologist, while their daughter as a biology and 
technology teacher. 

He gave lectures and led practical courses in Hungarian for both medical and dentist students, and also in 
English for foreign students from 1989. In 1992 he wrote the textbook titled Compendium for Forensic 
Medicine. From 1968 he supervised 10-15 students’ congress works and 35 students’ diploma work.   

His work concentrated on the supervision of judgements in the Forensic Medical Institute as well as on the 
scientific leadership of origin determination and criminal laboratory in the Institute.   

His scientific interest covered medical law, medical ethics, forensic and paleoanthropological osteology, 
serologic and criminalistic laboratory examinations, histology, biochemistry and immunochemistry of vital 
injuries.  

Prof. Kosa’s publication activity includes more than 200 articles, 1 scientific book, 4 book chapters and 
several university text books. 

Prof. Kosa’s scientific work was awarded by the Public Safety Gold Medal (1972), Thomasius Plaque (Halle, 
Germany, 1978), Home Service Gold Medal (1979, 1987), Purkinje Plaque (Prague, Czech Republic, 1988), 
the Award for Excellent Work (1989), and the Gold Ring of Ministry of Interior (1989). 

Prof. Kosa’s scientific and public work also manifested in his memberships of several national universities and  
ministry committees. He served as opponent, member of the review board or secretary in the Biology Review 
Board of the Hungarian Academy of Science. 

He was member of 9 Hungarian and 11 international scientific associations. He had 16 research trips abroad 
(German Democratic Republic, Poland, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, England, Finland, USA). He gave lectures 
at 24 international congresses abroad. 

Prof. Kosa’s scientific work was important in biological anthropology as well. He published several papers in 
biological anthropology with his co-authors, and reviewed dissertations and applications. Along with  his 
activity in the Hungarian biological anthropological congresses, his invited lecture in the congress of the 
American Association of Physical Anthropology in 1990 was also a milestone in his career.  

In 1991 he was awarded a 3-month long scholarship in the Department of Anthropology, Smithsonian 
National Museum of Natural History, Washington DC, USA. During his research trip Prof. Kosa studied foetal 
bones in Washington. 

Prof. Kosa served as a member of the anthropological committees of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
from 2001. 

The Hungarian anthropological community is very grateful for Prof. Kosa’s tremendous work in biological 
anthropology. Upon learning of the death of our very nice colleague, Prof. Kosa, we experienced sadness 
and feelings of loss. Prof. Kosa died in Szeged, Hungary on the 25th of July, 2020. The memory of Prof. Kosa 
and his work will always be in our hearts. Rest in peace. 

 

Prof. Gyula L. Farkas 
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